


TABLE OF DISTANCE 


_————————$_$___ 





Avantipur | Payar 





— 
— 
— 











9.6 Km 


a = 


62.4 


27.2 Km 





PREFACE 


Kashmir with its loamy past and bewitching 
beauty. Philosophical, intellectual and 
mystic spiritualism is a paradise on earth. It 
has a rich collection of historical 
monuments. A number of these 
monuments are Hindu temples with rich 
history. Almost everyone who comes to 
Kashmir to adore its natural beauty, rich 
heritage & pilgrimage to Amarnath caves is 
tempted by historic temples. 


This handout is thus an attempt to 
describe in brief the history of Kashmir, the 
history and archaeology of Hindu temples of 
Kashmir. This book will serve as a ready 
reference for the visitors to the Kashmir 
valley. 
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CHAPTER I : GENERAL INFORMATION 


1. Physicallocation. The Kashmir valley (330 25' 00” to 
340 39' 30” N and 730 55' 05” 'to 750 36”E) lies towards the 
north-west of peninsular India. It is surrounded by 
spectacular ranges of mountains. 


2. Background 


(a) Origin. Ages ago, Kashmir was a huge lake and 
inland sea, called Kashyap Sar surrounded by huge 
mountains. The plains of present day Kashmir are on the 
bed of this lake. Kashmir was known as Satisaras before it 
gotits present name. 





(b) How Kashmir Got its Name. Some Kashmiris 
believe that a saint called Kashyap was travelling 
northward on a pilgrimage from South India. When he 
reached Jalandhar hewas _ told that Satisaras had veen 
overrun by demons and two of the demons who were still 
inside the lake, were terrorizing the people living on the 
banks. The Goddess Shrika arrived at this stage in the 
form of an enormous bird. She had a divine stone in her 
mouth which she dropped on the hillock that has been 
called the Hari Parbat ever since (Parvat means “hill”. 
Hari’ is derived from the Kashmir 'Herr' which means ‘bird’ 
and not from the Hindi 'Hari', which means 'GOD). The 
'kash' of Kashmir comes from the name of Kashyap Rishi. 
Other believe that in the ancient Prakrit language 'Kas’ 
means 'channel' and 'Mir' “mountain”. 


3. Population and Districts. The state has the 





lowest density of population in India with only 10,069,917 
(Census 2001) inhabitants. The Indian part of Kashmir 
comprises of their natural divisions-Jammu, Kashmir and 
Ladakh. For administrative purposes there are only two 
divisions i.e. Kashmir province and the Jammu province. 


CHAPTER II: HISTORY 
1. Pre Medieval Era 


(a) Background. The earliest known inhabitants 
of the Kashmir valley were the tribes of Dars, Damars 
and Nagas (snake worshippers). In the year 800 AD. The 
Aryans from central India settled in the valley gonanda-I. 
The earliest known king of Kashmir ruled around 2,500 
B.C. His successors were kings like Lava, Kusha and the 
Great Ashoka (272-231 B.C.). From 1184 B.C., 
Gonanda-III took over. 


(b) Rulers and Buddhism in Kashmir. Emperor 


Ashoka of Mafadha ruled over a vast empire, which 
included Kashmir, Ashoka founded the earlier version of 
Srinagar in 250 BC, the present day Pandrethan near 
Srinagar on the Jammu road, was called ‘Shrinagari’ 
(Shri refers to Lakshmi Devi. The goddess of wealth and 
‘Nagari' means town). It was in his reign that Buddhist 
monks came to Kashmir. After Ashoka, also number of 
Chinese monks visited the valley and Buddhism 
flourished. 


(c) TheHuns. The Huns invaded kashmir in 
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sixth century A.D. and Mihirakhula (the Hun) become 
the king he destroyed Buddhist monasteries. After his 
death king Lalitaditya ruled. He was tolerant of all 
religion and built both Hindu temple and Buddhist 
stupas including the magnificent temples of Mortand. 


2. Early Medieval era 

(a) Muslimrule. Richen a Buddhist prince 
arrived in the valley from Ladhakh and soon ascended 
the throne .His desire to convert to Shaivism was turned 
down by orthodox Brahmins and so he converted to 
Islam. Richen took the name Sadar-Ud-Din and built the 
Jama Masjid in Srinagar, thus began the Muslim rule 
in Kashmir. After his death in 1322, Hindu rule was 
restored for short while. In 1354, King Shahab-Ud-Din 
came to power and conquered Baltistan, Ladakh, 
Kishtwar and Jammu .He was a secular king, but with 
rise of his successor Qutub-Ud-Din, conversion to Islam 
increased and muslim from west and central Asia 
arrived into Kashmir. In A.D, Sikander ascended the 
throne and began the destruction of Hindu temples 
(including the famous Martand temple) and scriptures. 
Later during the reign of Zain-ul_Abedin (1420- 
1470).Popularly known as Budhshah who was a tolerant 
king, he rebuilt temples and patronized scholars and 
intellectuals of all faiths. 


(b) Thedecline of Muslim Rule. The period that 


followed was one of the degeneration of the Kashmiri 
society. Besides the Hindu-Muslim differences the Shiva 
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and Sunni conflict also started. During Humayun's 
reign in 1540, Mirza Haider Daughlat conquered 
Kashmir .In 1555, Ghazi Chak (of chak dynasty) became 
king, which signaled the the end of the 200 year old 
Shan-Mir dynasty. It was during the reign of king Yusuf 
Khan (of Dynasty) that the summer retreat of Gulmarg 
was discovered and in 1558, Kashmir was incorporated 
into the Mughal Empire, forever ending its identity as an 
independent kingdom. 


3. The Mughal Era(1586-1752). 


(a) The Mughals conquered the valley in 
1586,making Kashmir the northern most territory of the 
Mughal Empire for the next two centuries. Yuqub Chak, 
crowned himself the king of Kashmir. His reign was 
unpopular and therefore, on a petition by the suffering 
Kashmiri nobles, Akbar ordered the conquest of 
Kashmir. 


(b) Akbar(1859-1605). A triumphant Akbar 
entered Kashmir on 5" Jun 1589. During his reign, he 
built the Hariparbat Fort and stayed there for some time. 
The Mughal Emperor Jehangir (1605-1627), ascended 
the throne in 1605. Jehangir laid over 700 gardens, 
prominent among them being Shalimar (abode of Love), 
Nishat (Garden of gladness), Nasim and Chashmashahi. | 


Jehangir's son, Emperor Shahj ehan ascended 


__ the throne in 1627. He instituted land reforms, which 
brought in stability and prosperity. Shah Jehan's son, 


Aurangzeb (1658-1707) ascended the throne from his 





father. During the rule, the Hindus and shias were 
persecuted and pandits specially targeted. After his 
death in 1707 Mughal rule in Kashmir declined. 


4. The Afghan Rulers (1753-1819). Due to the 


increased oppression of the people under Mughal rule, 
the Kashmiri nobles requested the Afghan ruler, Ahmed 
Shah Abdali, to conquer Kashmir. It was in a battle at 
shopain that the invading Afghan army attending victory 
in 1753 and Kashmir came under Afghan rule. It was 
due to the terrible suffering at the hands of the Afghans, 
that the Kashmiris sought help from foreign rulers once 
again, this time form the Sikhs. 


5. The Sikh Rule (1819-1846). In 1814, the 
Sikhs under the leadership of Ranjit Singh 


unsuccessfully attacked Kashmir. However in 1819, 
Ranjit Singh marched into Kashmir. He found popular 
support among the local rulers who were determined to 
end Afghan rule. On 3 Jul 1819, the Afghan forces 
(under Jabber Khan) and the Sikhs engaged in a battle 
near Shopian where the Sikh army defeated the Afghans 
and Kashmir came under Sikh rule. The Sikh ruled 
Kashmir for 27 years. The Sikh era ended with the defeat 
in the first Angio-Sikh war. By the treaty, it was 
transferred to Ranja Gulab Singh. 


6. Dogra Rule (1846-1947). The collapse of the Sikh 


“empire left a vacuum in Kashmir. The British were not 
willing to govern it directly. The bitterly fought and 
narrowly won Sikh wars had drained the resources of 


East India Company. The distance to the valley over 
mountainous terrain was another demotivating factor. 


(a) Gulab Singh (1846-1857). Gulab Singh 


was the first dogra ruler of Kashmir and he expanded his 
kingdom rapidly. Gulab Singh died in 1857. 


(b) Maharaja Ranbir Singh (1857-1885). Gulab 


Singh was succeeded by Maharaja Ranbir Singh. He 
started the work on the Banihal Cart (BC) road, which is 
now the Jammu-Srinagar national highway (NH-1A) and 
also started work on a similar road between Srinagar and 
Rawalpindi. 


(c) Sir Pratap Singh (1885-1925). Sir Pratap 


Singh succeeded Maharaja Ranbir Singh. He died on 
25 September 1925 and Hari Singh ascended the 
throne of Jammu and Kashmir with the 'blessing' of 
the British in India. 


(d) Hari Singh (1925-1947). Maharaja Hari 


Singh was a young man of considerable capability. 
He made an effort to bring about cooperation among 
the different communities. He also introduced several 
land reforms. However, the days of rule of 
monarchy were over and people started raising voice 
against it, Subsequently with the changeinthe political 
system of India, the rules of Dogras came to an end in 
Aug 1947. 
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CHAPTER III: TEMPLES IN KASHMIR 
SANKRACHARYA TEMPLE IN 


The Sankaracharya temple is situated on the summit 
of the Takht-I-Suleman hill, to the south east of Srinagar. 
Neither the hill nor the temple preserves its ancient name. 
The temple is devoted to Shiva. The temple is built on a 
high octagonal plinth approached by a long flight of steps 
enclosed by two side-walls the shrine consist of a cell, 
circular inside , with diameter of 13'2” Externally it is 
square with two projecting facts on each side. The interior 
of the sanctum is covered by a modern ceiling composed of 
flat stone slabs and wooden boards. The south-west 
column bears two Persian inscriptions, one of which states 
that the column on which it is engraved was carved by a 
mason named Bihisti in the year 54-i.e. A.H.1054, 
corresponding to A.D. 1644. The date falls in the reign of 
Shahjahan. The original ceiling is dome-shaped. 


The date of this temple has been a source of 
controversy among archaeologists. Some archaeologists 
assign it to the times of Jalaunka (220 B.C.) and others to 
the times of Jahanagir. 


To the north of the base is a low cell 10'8” square, 
entered through a plain and nearly circular headed low 
doorway. The ceiling is flat and built of plain stone slabs. 


The temple of Sankaracharya commands one of the 
finest views in the whole of Kashmir. 


PANDRETHAN TEMPLE 


Pandrethan temple was constructed in 10” century 
A.D. the temple is vimana typei.e. It is open on all the four 
sides, comprising of a single square chamber of 17'6” 
perimeter. The Pandrethan temple displays a beginning of 
an architecture which later developed in the valley. 


This temple is situated within the natural springs. 
However the springs do not seem to have been there when 
the temple was originally built. The plinth of the temple 
remins submerged for greater part of the year. Over the 
plinth of temple, string-course of elephants runs round, 
which in turn support the walls of the sanctum. The high 
—pitched pyramidal roof is divided into two storeys by an 
ornamental band. The rigidness of the structure is relieved 
by placing trefoil ventilations in the middle of all the four 
sides which resemble the chaitya windows of Gandhara 
belt. On the lintel of the entrance, is the seated figure of 
Lakulisha- a form of Shiva, supposed to be the originator 
of the Pashupata sect. 


The carved figure of Lakulisha confirms the dedication 
of the temple to Shiva. The interior of the cell is plain 
except for the ceiling which depicts a masterly knowledge 
of carving. It consists of nine stones arranged in three 
overlapping courses, each of which cuts the angles of the 
squares below, reducing the extent of space to be covered. 


The entire complex is thus carved into twelve triangles 
which are exquisitely adorned with flying yakashas or 
gandharvas or vidyadhanas (semi-divine beings) holding 
garlands, discs and lotus stalks in their hands. The figures 
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in the middle course are shown with floating drapery which 
has added lustre to the workmanship. The remarkable 
artistic perception is displayed on the topmost square slab 
representing a full-blown lotus with twelve petals enclosed 
by a beaded circle. The Shiva linga enshrined in the temple 
is arecent installation. 
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AVANTISVARA TEMPLE 


The village of Avantipur, situated at a distance of 18 
miles from Srinagar on the Anantnag, cart-road, 
represents the town of Avantipura, founded by 
Avantivarman who reigned from A.D 855 to 883. Its chief 
interest centers in two magnificent temples. The first and 
the larger one is the temple of Shiva Avantisvara, whose 
massive walls rise in forlorn grandeur outside the village 
of Jaubror, half a mile below Avantipur. The temple, 
which has been mutilated, is situated in a courtyard 
enclosed by a massive stone wall whose western face is 
adorned externally with a row of fluted columns. The 
gateway is in the middle of this wall, and is divided into 
two chambers by a cross wall. The base of the shrine in 
the center of the courtyard stands at 57'4” square and 
10' high. The sanctum has been reduced to a “confused 
mass of ruins”. 


There is a large assortment of architectural fragment 
strewn about in the courtyard, the most interesting of 
which are (1) the spandrel of an arch in form of the 
southern stair, (2) the flower and-vase capital of a 
dodecagonal pilaster, (3) the base of a pilaster decorated 
with two seated rams and dancing girl who plays upon a 
damaru (small hand drum) standing on a throne 
ornamented with two lions at the sides and an elephant, 
facing in the middle. 
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AVANTISVAMI TEMPLE 


Half a mile further up is the small but much more 
ornate and better-preserved temple of Avantisvami- 
Vishnu. It is the work of Avantivarman's youth, before he 
came to the throne. 


The edifice comprises of a colonnaded peristyle 
enclosing a paved courtyard 174' x 148'8”, in the center of 
which is the main shrine, built on a double base with four 
smaller shrines at the four corners. The front pilasters of 
the side-walls bear figures of Vishnu and of his consorts 
carved in relief. 


The wall surface of the entrance is both externally and 
internally ornamented profusely with sculptured relief the 
larger female figures on the right and left hand walls of the 
outer chamber represent the goddess Ganga and Yamuna. 


All the walls were decorated with numerous groups of 
figures. The view of the courtyard from the inner chamber 
of the gateway is charming. 


The central shrine is built on a double base. The base is 
intact, but the sanctum, which measured 33' square 
externally, has almost disappeared. This edifice has only 
one stair which has sculptured reliefs on its pilasters. The 
two scenes facing the gateway represent Vishnu, the deity 
worshipped in the temple, seated in an easy attitude 
between his two consorts, Lakshmi and Bhumi. The five 
shrines in the courtyard, arranged in a quincunx, show 
that the group was intended to belong to the pancharatna 
(five jewels) class. But the chief beauty of the temple lies in 
its cellar colonnade. It comprises sixty-nine cells, each of 
which measures on the average 3'8”x4'10”. 


PAYAR TEMPLE 


The miles further, situated at the foot of the karewa 
on the opposite side of the rivulet, is the village of Payar, 
which contains a very elegant little temple. 


This temple is by far the best preserved example of a 
medieval Kashmiri shrine. It is 8' square internally and 
21' high including the base. The sanctum is open on all 
sides, but is reached only a single flight of steps on the 
east side. The doorways are rectangular and have arches 
enclosed by pediments, the pillars supporting the 
pediments are surmounted by carvings of geese and 
bulls. The eastern trefoil itself encloses a relief, in which 
Shiva is seen seated cross legged on a throne under 
canopy of overhanging trees. On the north side the relief 
represents human being. On the west side is very 
animated figure a three-headed Shiva seated cross- 
legged on wicker-work pedestal. In the left lower corner 
is a seated female, probably his consort, Parvati. Over 
the god's head is seen the flying figure of a Yaksha. 


The roof is pyramidal and is divided into two sections 
by an ornamental band. The blank sides of upper 
pyramid are relieved by babbled niches which are 
replicas of the door-ways. The four pediments as well as 
the apex of the roof were crowned by ribbed melon-like 
ornaments, two of which are still in existence. 


nen 





The superstructure is built of ten stones only. The 
roof is hollowed out into a hemispherical dome of which 
the centre is decorated by an expanded lotus flower. The 
lower edge of the dome is ornamented by three straight- 
edged fillets and by a beaded circle .the spandrels are 
filled by single undraped and winged figures, who with 
outstretched arms and legs appear to be supporting the 
roof. They are probably Yakshas. The cull image of the 
temple is Shiva-linga, which has an octagonal base. 


TEMPLE OF BUNIAR 


The temple of Buniar is situated on the Jhelum valley 
road, two miles above Rampur. It is by far the best 
preserved of all the larger Kashmir temples. 


The temple stands on a double base. The original 
image in the temple seems to have been of Vishnu, is now 
replaced by small Shiva-lingas. The string course from 
which the ceiling spring is still visible, but the ceiling 
itself has fallen down. 

The quadrangle of the temple measures 145'x 119 4' 
and consists of fifty three cells and the gateway. They are 
rectangular, 7' long x 4' broad. Each cell has a single 
trefoil entrance enclosed in a high-pitched pediment 
resting on half engaged columns. 


On the south side, projecting from the upper base of 
the temple is the spout of the channel which carried off 
the washings of the image. It seems to have been shaped 
originally into a makara, or crocodiles head. Immediately 
below it is huge water trough carved out of a single block 
of stone. 
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TEMPLES OF PATTAN 


The Rajatarangini mentions the erection of three 
temples at Pattan, which in ancient days was called 


Sankarapurapattana, after the name ofits founder, King ~ 


Sankaravarman (A.D 883-902). The three temples 
named by the Kashmir chronicle are (1) 
Sankaragaurisvara, (2) Sugandhesa, and (3) 
Ratnavardhanesa. The first identified with the larger 
temple near Pattan, was built by the king himself. The 
second, which is the one near to Srinagar, is named after 


Sugandah, his queen, and third, of which no trace has so ~ 


far been found, if we exclude the architectural fragments 
near the spring outside the dak bungalow, was built by 
Ratnavardhana, his minister. All three were dedicated to 
Siva. 


The sugandhesa temple is 12' 7” square and has as 
usual, a portico in front. It is open on one side only, and 
has trefoil niches externally on the other sides. These 
niches contained images. The temple stands on a double 
base. The temple was never completed. 


Among the architectural fragments lying loose on the 
site, the most noteworthy are (a) two fragments of fluted 
columns with their capitals, (b) two bracket capitals with 
volute ends and carved figures of atlantes supporting the 
frieze above (c) a huge stone belonging to the cornice of 
the temple, bearing rows of kirtimukhas (grinning lions 


head) and rosettes, and (d) a stone probably belonging to 
the partition wall of the entrance, having: two small 
trefoil niches in which stand female figures wearing long 
garlands and below them two rectangular niches, in one 
of which is an atlantes seated between two lions. 


Sankaragaurisvara is the larger temple, it is similar 
to the Sugandha temple. The temple is buried under 
ground and has not been excavated as yet, only some 
columns are seen peeping out of the earth. 


TEMPLE OF MARTAND 


The temple of Martand is situated at a distance of 5 
miles from the town of Anantnag, Being on the top ofa 
lofty plateau, the temple of the sun, as Martand 
originally was commands a superb view. 


Like most medieval temples of Kashmir, Martand 
consists of a courtyard with the principal shrine in the 
middle and a colonnaded peristyle. The latter is 220' long 
x 142' broad and contains eighty-four fluted columns 
facing the courtyard. The peristyle is externally plain, 
except on the west side, which originally had a row of 
columns. 


“The entrance, or gateway, stands in middle of the 
western side of the quadrangle, and is of the same width 
as the temple itself. Each of the two large niches in the 
side walls of the inner chamber of the gateway contains 
the tall figure of a three-headed Vishnu standing 
between two attendants. The temple proper is 63' in 
length x 36' in width at the eastern end and only 27’ in 
width at the western entrance end. It contains three 
distinct chambers, of which the outermost, name 
dardhamandapa or ‘half temple’. Is 18' 10” square: the 
middle one, called antarala or ‘mid temple’, 
corresponding to the pronaos of the Greeks, is 18'x 2 2: 
and the innermost, named garbhagritha, or womb of the 
edifice, is 18'5 x 13' 10” the first is open and highly 
decorated in accordance with its name. andapa. 
Meaning literally ‘ornamented’. The middle chamber is 


decoarated in the same style: but the inner chamber is 
plain. The walls of the temple itself are 9' thick and of its 
entrance chamber only 4 4' thick. 


“Among the images carved on the walls of the 
antarala and the antechamber, is a well-executed image 
of the river-goddess Ganga, standing upon her vehicle, 
the crocodile. Above the niche in the north wall is a relief 
consisting of a pair of Gandharvasin flight with an 
umbrella over them. The statues on the western walls of 
the antechamber are tepresentations of Vishmu. Each of 
them is three-faced. The left face being that of a boar 
(Varaha) and the right one that of a man_-lion 
(Narasimha) third face is unrecognizable, Both are eight- 
armed, we also notice the bust of the earth-goddess 
(Prithivi) between the feet of the statue on the north wall. 
The two panels on the east walls, the one on the right 
seems to represent Aruna, the charioteer of Surya, 
holding the reins of his seven horses, 


Assumption is that the temple as it exists today was 
built by king Lalitaditya in the middle of eighth century 
A.D. 


TEMPLE OF NARASTAN 


This is a village situated a little over 20 miles from 
Avantipur and reaches by a rough bridle-path. The road 
branches off from the Avantipur Tral road and, skirting 
the barren hills on the left, debouches into the Arpal 
village. From Arpal village, Narastan is only 6 miles away. 


The temple with the exception of the roof is very well 
preserved and possesses several interesting features. Itis 
built on a single base which consists of only four courses 
of stones. An interesting feature of the temple is the novel 
treatment of the trefoil arches on the exterior of the 
shrine walls; the lower trefoil arch is usually shallow or 
closed, but the upper trefoil is deeply recessed. At 
Narastan the process has been reversed; the lower trefoil 
encloses a deeply recessed niche whereas the upper arch 
is so shallow that is project only 2” from the plain wall 
surface. Another remarkable feature is the absence of a 
circumambulatory path on top of the base which is 
universal feature in temple bases of this size in Kashmir. 


In front of the temple stairs is a square tank about 8' 
square and over 2' deep. An elaborate stone conduit is 
carver in front with a full-blown lotus through the centre 
of which the water flows; its sides are decorated with 
grinning makara heads. 


Only a few feet to the north of this chamber is a small 
shrine 2' 10” square internally. It has a sloping roof and 
its ceiling was of superimposed squares like that of the 
Pandrethan temple. 
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